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Nevada Indian Commission 

Tribal Early Childhood Advisory Committee 

Thursday, April 17, 2012 

Nevada Indian Commission 

Carson City, NV 

 
Present:  Sherry L. Rupert, Executive Director, Nevada Indian Commission; Chris Ann 

Gibbons, Administrative Assistant, Nevada Indian Commission; Suki Graves, Child and 

Family Specialist, Office of Childcare, Administration for Children and Families; Sherry Ely-

Mendes, Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe and Chairperson, Tribal Early Childhood Advisory 

Committee; Gayleen Roy, Education Director, Yerington Paiute Tribe; Donnie Moellendorf, 

Mental Health and Disabilities Manager, Washoe Tribe of Nevada & California; San San Tin, 

Education Director, Reno-Sparks Indian Colony 

 

I. Invocation 

a. The invocation was given by Sherry Ely-Mendes. 

 

II. Welcome and Introductions 

a. Sherry Ely-Mendes called the meeting to order and asked everyone to introduce 

themselves. 

 

III. Initial Pubic Comment 

a. There were no initial public comments made at the meeting.  

 

IV. For Possible Action:  Approval of January 19, 2012 Meeting Minutes 

a. The meeting minutes of January 19, 2012 were tabled to the next meeting. 

 

V. For Possible Action:  Discussion on Change of Focus for the Nevada Public Health 

Foundation Grant 

a. Sherry Rupert said initially the focus of this grant was to develop a resource 

directory for the tribal communities to access information on early childhood 

education.  After discussing the project further with Margot Chappel, it was 

decided that the Committee would be unable to complete the resource directory 

by the end of June.   Instead, the Committee would develop a video on tribal 

early childhood education to promote awareness of tribal early childhood 

education and a brochure to promote awareness of the Tribal Early Childhood 

Advisory Committee (TECAC).   

b. Margot Chappel’s office completed a similar video on early childhood education 

which includes various local community leaders.  Our video would include tribal 

leaders and others within the tribal community.   

c. Sherry said she will talk with the Nevada Public Health Foundation regarding the 

change of focus for the grant.   

d. Sherry Ely-Mendes said the video will bring awareness to the TECAC and get 

individuals involved within Indian Country.  Also, it has been suggested we 

develop an on-line list of TECAC resources, a brochure on early childhood 

education to accompany the video and a speaker’s bureau. 

e. San San Tin agreed creating a video and a brochure is a good change of focus for 

the grant.   
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f. Sherry R. suggested the committee develop an early childhood education 

awareness campaign and present it to tribes, Inter-Tribal Council of Nevada and 

the Indian Health Board of Nevada.   

 

g. The Committee suggested Chairman Arlan Melendez, Chairman Bryan 

Cassadore, Chairman Wayne Burke, Governor Sandoval and family, Sherry Ely-

Mendes, Chairman Billy Bell, Jeanette Allen, Ted Quasula and Ralph Burns as 

possible candidates for inclusion in the video.  

h. Suki Graves added there needs to be a component in the video on the 

preservation of American Indian language and culture.  

i. Donnie Moellendorf suggested having someone who has been through an early 

childhood education program included in the video.  

 

VI. Report on Tribal Early Childhood Track at the Nevada Indian Education Summit-

March 19-20, 2012 

a. Sherry Ely-Mendes stated there were good discussions during the TECAC track 

at the Nevada Indian Education Summit.  Everyone was eager to provide 

information and learn.  TECAC could have a mini training next year in which 

attendees obtain a certificate for their portfolio.  

b. Sherry R. said she learned a lot about state early childhood education resources 

that are available.   

c. Overall the three sessions on TECAC were well received at the Summit.  Sherry 

R. went through the results of the attendee evaluations with the committee.  Also, 

Fredina Drye-Romero has stated the TECAC track will be available at next 

year’s Summit. 

 

VII. Committee Member Comments and Announcements 

a. Suki announced there will be a Child Care and Development Fund Roundtable 

May 2-3, 2012 at the Grand Sierra in Reno on early childhood education learning 

standards for infants and toddlers and there will be a presentation on early 

intervention.  Suki said she will forward information out on the Roundtable.  

b. Sherry R. announced the Stewart Father’s Day Powwow will be held June 15-

17
th
 at the former Stewart Indian School.  

 

VIII. Agenda Items for Next Meeting 

a. TECAC video 

b. Sherry R. said Pam Abercrombie would like to be on the agenda to talk about the 

Childcare Education Institute. 

 

IX. For Possible Action:  Scheduling and Location of Next Tribal Early Childhood 

Advisory Committee Meeting 

a.  The next TECAC meeting was scheduled for May 15, 2012 from 1-3pm at the 

Nevada Indian Commission. 

 

X. Final Public Comment 

a. There were no final public comments made at the meeting.  

 

XI. Adjournment 

a. San San Tin motioned to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Donnie Mollendorf.  

Motion carried.  

b. The meeting was adjourned at 1:55pm. 


